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“We get tons of comple-
ments about that,” he said. 
“Just like because you can put 
kids on there and not have to 
worry about vehicles, you know, 
coming by and things like that.”

The trail passes through 
multiple campgrounds and 
other facilities in the forest. it 
was completed last year, Bridges 
said, and they plan to have a 
pseudo grand-opening cer-
emony sometime this spring to 
advertise it to the community.

he said there are some minor 
inclines along the trail, but that 
overall, it’s pretty level riding 
area and good for families.

“it’s a good place to learn 
to ride, you know,” he said, 
“without having to worry about 
running people over or ve-
hicles.”

Gary davis, the general 
manager for indiana Trails, an 
organization that advocates for 
more biking and hiking trails 
across indiana, said they didn’t 
even know about this trail until 
they noticed it during the hilly 
hundred bike ride a few months 
ago.

“That particular trail is ... a 
tremendous asset for morgan 
County and monroe County be-
cause it’s in an area that people 
have not been accustomed to 
seeing that kind of trail,” davis 
said.

he said the trail is family ori-
ented and, like Bridges, praised 
the trail’s distance from a main 
road. he said there aren’t many 

paved trails in indiana this sepa-
rated from busy streets.

he also mentioned that this 
trail would be great for wheel-
chair-confined persons with its 
minimal inclines that seem to 
follow the natural dips and rises 
of the area.

he said he suggested a 
couple names for the as-of-yet 

unnamed trail. The first of these 
names was after a longtime 
dnr staffer and avid bicyclist 
while the other was to name it 
the “Breaking away” trail after 
the iconic Little 500 movie, 
which recently celebrated its 40-
year anniversary in July last year.

“The fact that that trail con-
nects to the campground and 

connects to the fire tower and 
connects to the new forest head-
quarters down there, it’s a really 
unique, separate, paved trail at 
this point,” davis said.

Contact Cody Thompson at 
765-342-1440 or at cthompson@
reporter-times.com. Follow him 
on Twitter at @CodyMThompson.
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Space science  
center named

Grand universe would 
be operated by Link ob-
servatory space institute, 
a nonprofit organization 
based just north of Cen-
terton that’s dedicated to 
informal science educa-
tion and public engage-
ment programs in nasa 
missions, astronomy and 
space exploration.

Link executive director 
and Ceo Greg mcCauley 
said, if approved, Grand 
universe would open in 
2024.

“The available land and 
the existing popularity of 
Grand park made Westfield 
an ideal location to create 

this concept,” mcCauley 
said. “We’re adjacent to 
Grand park, right off u.s. 
31, and it’s an ideal location 
for everyone in indiana and 
the nation.”

here’s what you need 
to know about Grand uni-
verse and the community 
entertainment center fea-
tures.

Grand Universe
The 105,000-square-

foot space science center 
would feature a digital plan-
etarium sky theater that 
is 70 feet in diameter with 
room for up to 250 people, 
as well as nasa exhibit 
areas, and a science, tech-
nology, engineering and 
math education center.

The sTem education 
center would feature after-
school programs, summer 

programs, a summer space 
camp for kids and adult 
education programs.

Grand universe would 
also feature the astronaut 
david Wolf public obser-
vatory, which will be the 
anchor of the project, mc-
Cauley said. The observa-
tory will have twin domes, 
nighttime celestial and 
daytime solar telescopes, 
and the largest radio tele-
scope in the u.s. dedicated 
to sTem education, he said.

mcCauley said the goal 
of Grand universe is to 
inspire kids in indiana to 
pursue careers in sTem.

Though the Grand 
universe experience is 
expected to be similar to 
that of the Kennedy space 
Center in houston, the 
focus of the exhibits will be 
different, he said.

“museums celebrate the 
achievements of the past,” 
mcCauley said, “but Grand 
universe will be about what 
we’re going to do in the fu-
ture.”

one of the largest ex-
hibits at Grand universe 
will be on the nasa ar-
temis mission, which is set 
to put the first woman and 
next man on the moon by 
2024.

“We plan on being open 
and covering that event live 
as it happens,” mcCauley 
said.

mcCauley would not 
comment on the total costs 
of the project and said Link 
observatory is in the pro-
cess of raising the funds 
needed for construction.

Community 
entertainment center

if the project is ap-
proved, a community en-
tertainment center south 
of Grand universe would 
feature a two-level indoor 
electric go-kart track, as 
well as an outdoor track, 
dalton told indystar.

The go-karts would be 
similar to those at K1 speed 
in Fishers, he said.

The track will aim to at-
tract an indy race team or 
driver race school to the 
area.

e d g e r o c k  d e v e l -
o p m e n t  i s  i n v e s t i n g 
about $19 million on the 

180,000-square-foot com-
munity entertainment 
center.

it will also feature laser 
tag by Carmel-based Laser-
Flash, a restaurant and bar, 
a trampoline park, bowling 
and an arcade.

if the planned project 
moves forward, dalton 
said he’d expect to break 
ground on the community 
entertainment center in the 
summer and open in 2021.

There are also plans for 
a hotel and a public park 
along the monon Trail 
north of Grand universe.

The park would feature 
parking to allow visitors 
easy access to the monon 
Trail, dalton said, and it 
would aim to connect visi-
tors from Grand park to 
Grand universe and the 
entertainment center.
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5-DAY WEATHER FORECAST FOR SOUTH-CENTRAL INDIANA
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online
The latest National 

Weather Service fore-
cast, radar and severe 
weather alerts are at 
HoosierTimes.com/

weather, where you can 
also see an hour-by-

hour forecast.
Mainly cloudy & rainy. 
80% chance of rain.

Cloudy. Winds light 
and variable.

Cloudy. 20%  
chance of rain.

Cloudy. Winds light 
and variable.

Snow showers. 60% 
chance of precipitation.

  

The 5-mile trail is paved and easily accessible for bikes as well as wheelchairs. It features some inclines, but they 
are relatively minimal. (Cody Thompson / Reporter-Times)

  

  

By Nicole DeCriscio
Hoosier Times Correspondent

spenCer — after the 
opening remarks at the first 
legislative breakfast of 2020, 
members of the audience 
had the opportunity to ask 
questions and provide com-
ments to state sen. rod Bray 
and state rep. Bob heaton.

The first comment was 
from darrell White, who 
commented on all of the 
work that indoT, or the 
indiana department of 
Transportation, has done in 
spencer.

“Just driving through 
spencer yesterday morning, 
i remembered how rough 
and in poor repair those roads 
were just a few years ago, so 
it’s been a great improve-
ment to spencer,” White said. 
he said that he could see an 
improvement in state roads 
throughout southern indiana.

heaton thanked him for 
those comments, adding that 
he thinks adding the side-
walks makes a difference.

heaton said he men-
tioned the caution light at 
the ind. 46 and Concord/ 
Flatwoods intersection to 
indoT Commissioner Joe 
mcGuinness and mcGuin-
ness said indoT would look 
into that.

heaton also mentioned 
the roundabout that is pro-
posed for the ind. 46 and ind. 
43 intersection as well.

Bray also thanked White 
and said that the legislature 
worked hard on the road 
funding initiative a few years 
ago. Bray also noted that over 

the summer, indiana was 
ranked as the no. 1 state with 
the best infrastructure.

next, the two legislators 
were thanked for what they 
have done to provide rural 
infrastructure like water and 
broadband.

Bray said the internet is 
no longer a luxury but a ne-
cessity.

heaton noted that his 
fellow legislators up north 
can’t imagine water and 
broadband not being ac-
cessible.

some of the other topics 

that came up were an abor-
tion ban and issues with the 
department of forestry al-
lowing loggers to transport 
their wood through state 
forests without the state col-
lecting a fee.

But the one that spurred 
Bray to continue thinking 
about the matter throughout 
the rest of the legislative 
breakfast was brought up by 
owen County sheriff sam 
hobbs.

hobbs said he was con-
cerned by hB1076, which 
requires all misdemeanors 
to be summoned to court 
with few exceptions. hobbs 
wanted sheriffs to maintain 
the discretion to determine 
whether or not someone 
needs to be arrested or is-
sued a summons.

he said that he took an 
oath to arrest those in the 
county and in the state that 
break the law.

“We’re not looking out 
for overcrowding in the jail. 
That’s a whole different issue. 
our job is to look out for the 

victims,” hobbs said.
Bray said that he was not 

familiar with that bill.
“i haven’t read it, but i’m 

inclined to agree with you. 
Law enforcement needs to 
decide if somebody is a se-
rious danger to themselves 
or others. The bottom line is 
when you break the law you 
go to jail,” Bray said.

he then said they go 
through the process.

“if a law enforcement 
officer comes into contact 
with someone who has 
broken the law, they can 
either issue a summons 
saying okay you’re going 
to be charged with a crime 
and you have to come back 
to court, and then they go 
home and then they come 
back for a court date. The 
other way to do it, of course, 
is to take them to jail right 
then,” Bray said.

That person can then 
bond out if they are eligible 
or be part of a pretrial release 
program.

heaton said he would 

look into who authored and 
co-authored the bill.

“The more i sit here 
thinking about that sheriff, 
that would create some se-
rious challenges if every-
body knew they weren’t 
going to get arrested,” Bray 
said.

hobbs shared an example 
with the audience.

“We have to protect the 
victims in these cases,” 
he said. “i know mis-
demeanors are misde-
meanors, but they’re still 
against the law.”

The other topics that 
came up included invasive 
species, mountain bike trail 
issues with the department 
of forestry, grants for small 
towns and rural areas, log-
ging, the amount of taxes 
and the amount of money 
spent on the criminal justice 
system.

The next legislative break-
fast will take place Feb. 15 
at 7:30 a.m. at owen Valley 
Christian Fellowship, 338 
ind. 43, spencer.

Bray attends Owen Co. legislative breakfast

Indiana State Sen. Rodric Bray talks during the recent legisla-
tive breakfast while State Rep. Bob Heaton looks on. (Nicole 
DeCriscio / Hoosier Times)


